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SUMMARY ,

A theoretical and experimental investigation of the condensation of
air in hypersonic wind tunnels has been carried out in the Aeronautical
Engineering Department of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
The experimental work was done with a hypersonic wind tunnel with a &ch
nwiber of approximately 7, located in the Gas Turbine Laboratory.
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Condensation of air was detected and measured by condensation-fog
light scattering, static-pressuremeasurements, and changes in w+ge
shock angles at degrees of supersaturation considerably lqwer than those
predicted by existing condensation theory. The effects of varying
supply pressures and temperatures were measure’d,and it was shown that
preheating of the air so that it remained unsaturated or becanieonly
slightly supersaturated prevented the initiation of condensation. ‘

The nucleation theory of condensationwas modified to take account
of a postulated variation of surface tension with decrease in size of
the spontaneously fomned drops which act as nuclei of condensation. Some
such modification is shown to be necessary. The predicted condensation
rates for a given de~ee of supersaturation me much higher than those
predicted by the unmodified theory. The predicted condensation rates
more nearly agree with the results of condensation measured experimentally
on the assumption that condensation takes place on nuclei.of oxygen and
nitrogen.

Neither the theory modification nor the experimental measurements
eltiate the possibility that the obse~ed condensation takes place on
nuclei of impurities such aa water and carbon dioxide. However, the
theory indicates that spontaneous condensation of oxygen and nitrogen
can take place at relatively low amounts of supersaturation aud that
this will happen if condensation on foreign nuclei does not tske place
at even lower degrees of supersaturation.
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INTRODUCTION
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The expansion of air to high Mach numbers (5 or higher) in hyper-
sonic wind tunnels lowers the temperature of the air well below the
saturation temperature for oxygen and nitrogen, unless there is consid-
erable preheating of the air before expansion, or unless the supply
pressure is extremely low. Whether or not the supersaturated air con-
denses and at what values of pressure and temperature has been a matter
for some investigation (references1 to 9) in the past few years. The
importance of exact information on the degree of supersaturation attain-
able is readily seen since such information makes it possible to deter-
mine the preheating temperature required in order to obtain condensation-
free testing conditions in hypersonic-tunnel operation.

In the past, theoretical analyses of the condensation of the
principal components of air have been confined to an analysis of the
kinetics of condensation of pure nitrogen and pure o~gen. Ebme experi-
mental evidence is now being inter@eted as showing that oxygen and
nitrogen condense on nuclei of impurities rather than on the self-
generated nuclei postulated in the pure-vapor theory, and theoretical
attacks sre being made on this point. To be specific, condensation of
air, which can be detected by light-scattering experiments and by detec-
tion of the discrepancies in the measured stresm quantities of static
and dynamic pressme, appesrs to start at only slight degrees of super-
saturation,whereas the pure-vapor theories have predicted fairly
substantial degrees of supersaturationbefore condensation starts
(references 1 and 2).

The condensation ofair in hypersonic tunnels is similar to two
other mch more widely investigated condensation phenomena, namely, the
condensation of steam in steam nozzles and the condensation of water
vapor h wind tunnels at high-subsonic and supersonic speeds. Head
(reference 10) hss a good bibliograp~ on this subject. In the condensa-
tion of steam and of water vapor in air, Lukasiewicz (reference 11) sum-
marized the results of a number of experimental investigationsto show
that about the same amount of adiabatic supercoolingwas present in both
cases, about 47 to 63Q C, with only a slight variation over a wide
range of stagnation relative humidity of the water vapor and over a
wide range of stagnation pressures and temperatures of the steam or
humid air.

Both the steam condensation and the water vapor in air condensation
are msrked by a rapid growth of drops to a visible mist, as well as a
sudden change in the gas flow conditions due to the sudden release of
heat of condensation to the vapor: The so-called condensation shocks
which result, while not shock waves in the true sense, cause rapid
changes W the state of the gas in the stream and upset quantitative
measurements. J3xpertientislinvestigations of condensation of air in
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hypersonic wind
the water-vapor

tunnels have used the same general techniques as have
and steam nozzle investigations.

In the present investigation the theory of kinetics of condensation
is analysed and some of its weaknesses are discussed. In particular,
the theory is modified to take into account the dependence of surface
tension on the radius of curvature of the drops onto which condensation
is taking place. This modified condensation theory is applied to pure
oxygen and nitrogen and its predictions are compared with those of the
unmodified theory of condensation.

A hypersonic wind tunnel with an operating Mach number of about 7
has been designed, constructed, and used for experimental measurements
of air condensation employing the light-scattering and schlieren tech-
nique, measurement of stream quantities, and measurement of the change
in wedge shock-wave angles.

This work was conducted at the Massachusetts bstitute of Technology
under the sponsorship snd with the financial assistance of the National
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics.
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SYMBOLS

The following symbols are used in this report:

number of molecules

number of molecules in liquid phase

nuder of nmlecules in vapor phase

evaporation energy

evaporation energy of single molecule in an infinite extent—
of liquid

radius of liquid

radius of liquid

drop

drop of critical size

number of molecules in liquid drop

nuniberof molecules in liquid drop of critical size

static pressure of vapor
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saturation vapor pressure in equilibrium with liquid surface
of infinite radius of curvature

stagnation pressure of vapor

surface tension of liquid

surface tension of”flat liquid surface

surface energy per unit surface

surface energy

volume of liquid molecule

volume of vapor molecule

?kltzmsnn’ s constant, universal gas constant referred to one
molecule

absolute temperature

stagnation absolute temperature

thermodynamic potential

thermodynamic potentiaI

thermodynamic potential

fractional condensation

mass of molecule

density of liquid phase

entropy

titermoleculsrdistance

angles in a geometrical

stream deflection angle

oblique shock angle

of single

of single

rate

in liquid

vapor molecule

liquid molecule

phase

construction in appendix A

behind oblique shock

.
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ANALYSIS

Kinetics of Condensation of a Pure Vapor

In a wind tunnel or nozzle the vapor which has been expanded to a
low temperature and pressure is not in contact with the solid walls,
being ins~ated from them by the boundary layer. Hence, any condensa-
tion which takes place must be at an interface between the vapor and
liquid nuclei spontaneously fo?nnedwithin the vapor or between the vapor
snd foreign nuclei, either solid or liquid. Thus, in one sense, the
condensation problem for wind tunnels and nozzles is simplified since
problems concerntig the interface between the vapor snd walls do not
enter. Another feature of the condensation problem applied to rapidly
expanding vapors is the shortness of time available for nuclei to form
snd to grow. This introduces as a most im~ortant element of the problem
the kinetics of condensation. Both of these features of condensation
have received considerable theoretical and experimental attention.

One of the nmst important and earliest contributions to condensation
theory came when Thomson and Von Helmholtz (references 12 and 13) inves-
tigated the equilibrium vapor pressure for coexistence of both the vapor
snd a liquid drop of a substance, recognizing that the curvature of the
interface was the determining factor in the problem. These snalyses lead
to the concept of the criticsl size drop.

.

The kinetic theory of condensation was primarily the contribution
of Becker snd Ihring (reference 14) with contributionsby Volmer (refer-
ence 15), Volmer and Weber (reference 16), Kaischew md Stranski (refer-
ence 17), Farkas (reference 18)0 and Zeldovich (reference 19). In this
paper the slightly modified form of this theory presented by Frenkel
(reference 20) will be followed. The next two subsections are a review
of the work in references 12 to 19, treated to give an understanding of
the condensation theory snd as background for the modifications to the
theory to be presented later.

Vapor pressure in equilibrium with a drop and critical-size-drop
concept.- Considertig a spherical drop with Nz liquid molecules and

a radius r in contact with its vapor at a pressure p, the entire
system being at a temperature T, the evaporation energyof the drop
is equal to

where Um is

U(N) = Nzum - 43-o%

the evaporation energy of a large

referred to one molecule -d u is the surface

mass of the liquid

tension. This

.
.—
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evaporation-energyexpression
surface molecules of the drop

NACA TN 2559

represents the physical fact that the
are closer to the vapor state, energywise, .

than the internal molecules,-by virtue of having fewer molecular bonds -
holding them in the liquid phase. The energy U. is interpreted as
that necessary to brew all the molecular bonds holding an internal
‘molecule of the drop.

The energy UNZ required for the evaporation

a drop of Nz molecules is

assuming as is usually done that the surface tension
with size of drop. This assumption will be exsmined
later.

The variable is changed from Nz to r by

of one molecule from

a does not vary
more thoroughly

$ d = VZNZ

4YPdr=v@I?z

where Vz is the volume of a liquid molecule. Therefore

Boltzmsnn’s law shows that the vapor pressure around a drop consisting

‘UNZ/
U

of Nz molecules is proportional to e . Therefore

I
-uNzkT

p ‘ PNZ = Constant x e

. Constant x e
-l&@

Pm

—.—.
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Combining these,

7

.
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(1)

This formula derived by Thomson andVon Helmholtz expresses the relation,
at a constant temperature T, between the equilibrium vapor pressure p
and the radius r of the drop of liquid, in terms of pm, VIY and u

all of which are properties of the substance and are dependent on the
temperature, and k, a universal constant. Here pm is the vapor

pressure in equilibrium with a drop of infinite radius, a flat surface
of the liquid.

A physical argument shows that the equilibrium between vapor and
liqyid drop expressed by equation (1) is an unstable one. Consider a
drop of radius r which is ti contact with an infinite extent ‘ofvapor
at pressure p. If one molecule of the vapor is added to the ligpid
dxop, the drop radius increases while the vapor pressure of the infinite
extent of vapor does not change. According to expression (1) the slightl~
enlarged drop has a lower equilibrium vapor pressure, so the existing
vapor pressure is greater than the new equilibrium pressure. Hence,
condensation of the vapor onto the drop will continue.

Similarly, if one molecule of the drop evaporates to the gas, the
smaller drop which results requires a higher equilibrium vapor pressure
thsn the existing one, hence evaporation continues.

Thus this unstable equilibrium expressed by equation (1) leads to
the concept of critical size drop. For a vapor at a fixed temperature
T if the pressure p is higher than the saturation pressure pm(T),
t’;ereexists a critical radius of liquid drop such that, if a drop is
larger than the critical radius, it will continue to grow by condensation,
and, if the tiop is smaller than the critical radius, it will continue to
shridc by evaporation.

Condensation rates for a pure vapor.- In the condensation of a pure
vapor in the absence of any solid or liquid interfaces, condensation is
assumed to take place on spontaneously formed liquid nuclei of the
substance. ti the statistical treatment of a vapor, even when the
thermodynamical state of the vapor is such that the vapor is not super-
saturated but is a stable unsaturated vapor, there is a distribution of

— . . ..—. ..—. -————— .-— —. ------- ——.—- .— --
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liquid drops in the system given by the Gibbs formula

where N(r) is the nuder of drops of radius r, A@(r) is the energy
of formation of such a drop given by the change in thermodynamic potential,
and C is a constant which is equsl to the sum of the molecules of the
system if the total number of drops is very smsll compared with the
total number of molecules b the system. Thus the number of drops of
given radius decreases with radius for this distribution characterizing
a stsble vapor state.

This decrease of
of course, depends on
form a drop of radius

number of drops with an increase in the radius,
A@(r)’s being positive. The energy required to
r out of vapor molecules A@(r) is

where $V is the thermodynamic potential of a single molecule in the
vapor state and @t is the thermodynamic potential of a molecule in the

liquid state. l%th @v ~d @z are functions of pressure and tempera-

ture. This expression then contains two terms: The first is the dif-
ference in energy of a molecule in the liqtid and gaseous states,

multiplied by the numberof

other is the surface energy

unsaturated state, the term
state.

molecules
()

4m3 in the drop, and the
3VZ

term 4nur2. Since #Z > ~v for the

Ad(r) is always positive in the unsaturated

When, however, the vapor is in a state of
nunber of drops of given radius decreases with
criticsl drop size, then it increases rapidly.
the fact that A@(r) reaches a maximum at the

supersaturation,the
radius only up to the
This increase is due to
critical drop size. 5s

can be seen by noting that @Z < @v for any supersaturated state so

that the term A@(r) has a negative and a positive temn in it. Frenkel
(reference 20) ShOWS that A@(r) reaches a msximum at the critical
radius as given by the Thomson formula (l). For lsrger values of drop
radius, A@(r) decreases monotonically.
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Hence the growth of a nuclei to the critical drop size is the crux
of the condensation-rateproblem, since it becomes a stable liquid drop
and continues to grow thereafter. Once it has reached critical size it
can be considered condensed. Actually all of these critical size drops
continue to grow and their growth contributes to the rate of condensa-
tion. However, the rate of condensation of a vapor is primarily deter-
mined by the growth of nuclei to the critical size. It is the analysis
of that problem that lleckerand Boring and others (references 14 to 19)
have carried out.

The results of these condensation-ratetheories will be used here
in the form presented by Frenkel (reference 20) without going through
the snslysis. There is one point in the derivation which shouldbe
mentioned, however. The growth of nuclei when there are but a few
molecules present takes place in large discrete steps by the condensa-
tion or evaporation of a single molecule. This can be described by a
difference equation. In the analysis the difference equation is changed
to a differential equation and the growth or decay of the drop size is
treated as a continuous phenomenon. Hence, the results do not apply to
drops which ticlude only a few molecules, and the results of this
condensation-ratetheory should not be applied much below a radius which
is about 1.s times the diameter of a molecule of the substance.

The rate of condensation of a pure vapor at pressure p and

temperature T isl
..

,,

&d_?&.Ep‘h
lfm-e
N~- F-’-#+ 2# “ (2)

where r* is the critical radius given by

2UVZ
r+=

~ loge P/Pco

1
l?renkel’sexpression apparently has an insignificant error of m.

This expression differs from the result obtained by Becker and Boring

by a factor (&)2/3, which is not very great in regions of high -
condensation rate.

.

—-. .—. —- . . ..— .- -——.—— -.
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and the other syuibolsare as follows:

ldN—— fractional rate of condensation
N dt

o surface tension (considered constant with respect to radius)

‘z volume of a molecule of liquid phase

k Boltzmarul‘s constant

m mass of a molecule (equals volume of molecule of liquid phase
divided by density of liquid phase d)

d density of liquid-phase

Pm vapor pressure in equilibrium with flat

In this expression for the condensation rate
the density d, the liquid molecular volume VZ,

surface

the surface tension u,
and the vapor pres-

sure over a flat surface pm are all considered to be functions of
temperature only.

Condensation-ratetheory applied to oxygen and nitrogen.- If the
properties a, VZ, p~ snd d are known as functions of T for a

given vapor, it is possible to use the condensation-rate formula (2) to
calculate rates for a given pressure and temperature; hence, a family

of constant rate2 lines can be plot~ed on a pressure-temperatureplot
for the vapor. This has been done by Head (reference 10) for water
vapor in calculating the expected condensation of steam in stesm nozzles
and of water vapor in wind tunnels. Also Charyk, Lees, and Bogdonoff
(references 1 and 2) have plotted this for nitrogen and oxygen. Generally,
some of the properties of the vapor, vi) u> P& and d, have to be
extrapolated from measured values to values at lower temperature, and
considerable error can be introduced. Especiallyj those factors which

‘Condensationrate is often expressed in terms of J, the rate of
formation of nuclei of critical size per tit volume. The relationship

between J snd La is
N dt

$-=*
n

where n is the number of molecules per unit volume. Stice m is

usually in the range 101s to 1020 and & is usually in the range

from 10 to 100, J values are much larger than ~~ values.
.
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appear in the exponent of e must be known accurately in order to
secure accurate condensation-rateprediction. The surface tension
appears as a cube in the exponent and the molecular volume appears as
a square (after (&)2 is substituted). Inaccuracies in the prediction
of condensation rate are often laid to the inaccuracies in the values of
these properties, especially of the surface tension.

In addition to the inaccuracies introduced by the extrapolation of
of the quantities a, Vz) Pm) and d to low temperatures, there is

snother due to the fact that sometties supersaturated vapor condenses
into the liquid phase and sometimes into the solid. Apparently a region
exists, at least for water vapor, wherein there is a mixture of ice and
water drops in the condensed phase, the proportion of ice to water
increasing with the degree of supersaturation at which condensation
takes place (references 10 and 21).

The condensation rates for pure oxygen vapor and pure nitrogen vapor
are plotted in figures 1 and 2. The values of the surface tension a
for oxygen and nitrogen sre taken from reference 22. These are plotted
in figures 3 and 4 and the extrapolation to lower temperatures is seen
from these figures to be from 70° K. The values of the saturation pres-
sure as a function of temperature T were obtained from refer-
ences ~? to 26. These are plbtted in figures 5 and 6. Here no extrapola-
tion is involved.

The data for the density of oxygen and nitrogen in the liquid state
shown in figures 7 and 8. The extrapolation of these data is from
K. These data were obtained from reference 22.

Turning back again to figur:s 1 and 2 showing the condensation

rates of O, 10-3, 1, 1~, and 10 per second> there is drawn for il-lustra-
tion a curve representing an isentropic expansion of the vapor from the
initial conditions PO = 100 atmospheres and To = 293° K for nitrogen,
and the same for oxygen. On this isentrope are marked the Mach numbers
which would be obtained if this isentropic expansion were carried out in
a convergent-divergentnozzle. It is seen that the saturation line for .
nitrogen is reached at a Mach number of about 3.7. For oxygen the
saturation line is reached at a Mach number of about 3.2. Further dis-
cussion of these results is postponed until the modification of the
theory is developed.

The question arises as to what value of the condensation rate should
be chosen as a criterion for condensation in a hypersonic wind tunnel.
In the experiments reported herein the gas speeds are in the range from

2 x 103 to 3 x 103 feet per second and the tunnel is approximately 2 feet

.
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long. Hence a rough figure for the time of condensation is 10-3 second.
However, it will.be noted from experimental evidence that the region of
condensation occurring is shorter than the entire tunnel, so that

10-3 second is a maximum the. The other factor involved in selecting
the criterion is the fraction of the vapor which must condense in order
to affect appreciably the measurable stream quantities or to be detect-
able by a light-scatteringexperiment. h order to affect the stream
quantities, an appreciable amount of latent heat must be released. In
the most exhaustive experimentalwork to date on water-vapor condensa- “
tion in wind tunnels, Head (reference 10) has calculated the nucleus

formation rate J to be of the order of 1016 or higher in order to
have sufficient heat released. When converted to fractional condensa-

tion rates, these turn out to be 102 per second or higher.

For the criterion for condensation of water vapor in air in super-
sonic tunnels of Mach number l.k’jand 2.0, it was concluded from unpub-
lished experimental data obtained at the Lewis Flight Propulsion
Laboratory of the NACA tlmt a nuclei fo~tion rate of about 3 to about

4 x 10Z with an average of ~ was correct. In Head’s work, these
seemingly very low values of J are pointed out to be calculated using
the unmodified theory, equation (2), which is believed to be consider-
ably in error. As corrected by Head the theory shows that the experi-

16 drops per cubic centimetermentb data correspond to J values of 10
per second or higher.

Head slso presents considerable evidence to prove a thesis that the
criterion of condensationwill vary with the rate of expansion of the
vapor expressed in degrees temperature change per unit length along the
nozzle. This latter factor is important in detemnidng how close the
gas is to a static.state, since the condensation theory outlined earlier
assumes certain equilibrium conditions. With respect to the delays
encountered in the condensation process in wind tunnels, Kantrowitz
(reference 27) has recently modified the Becker-Ikming theory to take
account of the time delay in the nucleation rate due to a statistical
%andom walk” phenomenon in the growth of the nuclei. That is, moecules
may attach or detach from a growing nuclei, and the process of their
growth must take into account both of these occurrences, with the net
growth being the desired quantity.

Modification of Condensation Theory Due to Variations of

Surface Tension with Surface Curvature

.

In experiments on condensation of stesm in steam nozzles and water
vapor in wind tunnels, the point at which the degree of supersaturation

.

●
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reaches its maawn and condensationbegins is clearly at a point where
the critical size drops are very small, containing only a few molecules.
This has long been recognized, and many writers on condensation theory
and experiment have pointed out two ways in which this fact affects the
theory of condensation. One of these enters the theory at the point
where the basic difference equations, which can be written from con-
sidering the change in a droplet by either the condensation or the

. evaporation of a single molecule, are changed into differential equa-
tions and a continuous process is assumed. Thus caution must be
exercised in the use of the Becker-Doring or similar rate theories in
supersaturated regions where the critical drop sizes are of less than
10 or 12 molecules lest serious errors be introduced.

The other manner in which the small critical drop size introduces
a problem is in its effect on the value of surface tension. It is quite
clear, from a consideration of the number of molecular bonds holding a
molecule to the surface of a small drop compared with the number holding
it to the surface of a large drop, that the surface teMiOn of a droP .
is dependent on the radius of the drop, noticeably so for small drops
with only a few molecules in them.

To show for nitrogen the smallness of the size of the critical
drops, figure 9 is plotted giving the condensation-ratelines for puxe
nitrogen on the Ikcker-Doring theory. An isentro~e for the nitrogen
in an expansion froma stagnation pressure of 100 atmospheres and a
stagnation temperature of 293° K is shdwn as a dashed line. Acress
these curves are two broken lines indicating critical drop sizes
of 1.5D and 2.5D where D is the diameter of a single molecule of
nitrogen. A drop of radius 1.5D contains a dozen or so molecules and
a drop of radius 2.5D contains 50 or 60 molecties. From figure 9 it is
seen that, in the isentropic expansion of nitrogen, the nunber of the
molecules in a critical drop is less than about a dozen by the time the
fractional condensation rate has reached 1 per second, at a Mach number
slightly greater than 5.

This dependence of surface tension on drop radius and its effect
on condensation theory is the subject of investigation of this section.
Two other published articles on condensation have considered this
problem. Head (reference 10) e~loyed a corrected value of the surface
tension for water vapor aa derived by Tolman (reference 28). In using
this corrected vslue of surface tension, it was substituted directly
into equations (1) and (2) for the critical drop radius and the con-
densation rate. It is believed that this will tend to correct the
critical drop radius and the condensation-rate formula in the right
direction but the magnitude of the correction, used in this way, will
be wrong. Actually, equation (2) must be derived in a modified form
if it is assumed that the surface tension is a function of the radius.
‘Ibiswill be done presently.

\,
- -– –.—.-. —. -—- ..- .- .—— - —..— -—..—— - .— - . ._ _ .L ._ ...__ ._.._ _ . . . —
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Bogdonoff and Lees (reference 2) used the physical fact of
in surface tension in an entirely different way. In their
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reduc-
pre-

liminary experiments on air condewation, they interpreted the fact that
there was no abrupt condensation shock present as evidence of no con-
densation, an interpretationnow generally believed to be erroneous.
In explaining this apparent lack of condensation at very high degrees
of supersaturation,where the unmodified condensation rate predicted
rapid condensation,they assumed that the reduced surface teIISiOnPer-
mitted the spontaneously grouped molecules to evaporate to the vapor
state immediately without growth. This interpretationnow seems to
neglect completely the other facet of the problem which is that, with
a reduced surface tension, groups of molecules form more readily into
liquid drops from a collection of vapor nmlecules, because the energy
of formation is less. This will be discussed more fully presently.

Modification of expression for vapor pressure in equilibrium with
a drop and critical drop size.- To find a modified Thomson formula
Tequation (l)) the assumption is made that w, the surface energ per
unit surface, is a function of the radius r:

w = Umf(r)

where f(r) is dimensionless and has the value of 1 for lsrge values
of the radius and u. is a constant, the value of the surface tension
at large.radii. The surface tension and surface energy per unit surface
sre equal at inftiite radius.

NOW consider a system of Nv molecules of the pure substance in
the vapor phase and ‘2 molecules in the liquid phase. If the liquid

drop has a radius r and surface energy per unit surface w, the thermo-
-C potential of the system can be written

@= %% + %$2+

where @v is the thermodynamic potential

vapor state and $1 is the thermodynamic

in the liquid state (i.e., in a liquid of

,,

.

of a single molecule in the

potential of a single molecule

infinite extent so the molecule
binding eiergyis unaffected by the presence of a surface).

The thermodynamic equilibrium of this system of a liquid drop
immersed in its own vapor is expressed b,ythe vsx’iationof the thermo-
_C potential being equal to zero

b@=o
.

.-__—-.—— — —-- -— —
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The continuity equation, or equation expressing the constancy of total ‘
muiber of molecules h the system, is

~+N2=

These latter two equations lead to

Constsmt

[1@~ -@v+ 4flUm~ r2f(r) =0
m~

Let Vz he th~ volume of one molecule in the liquid state. Then

NZ=~
3VZ

and

Hence

Differentiating this gives

In the limit when r~”
$x = 9V”

the ordinary condition of equilibrium is
If this condition is satisfied at a given temperature T,

. -—. . —-- ..-—- ——. —— -... —.—— —.. —— —-———— - —.
; I>j
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the equation above
different pressure

Recslling the

NACA

will be satisfied at the same temperature at
depending on r.

definition of the

f5#=-sdT

thermodynamic

+Vdp

potential,

TN 2559

a

where S is the entropy, it is seen that, for fixed temperatum? T,

dqv = Vv dp

and ●

d$z = VZ dp

Hence

The volume of a molecule in the liquid phase ‘z can be neglected

compared with the volume of a molecule in the vapor phase, and the

perfect gas law Vv = kT/P can be assumed. Here k iS Boltz~’s
constant or the gas constant for one molecule. These lead to the
equation

3More completely

50 = -SdT+Vdy-dW’

where dW’ is the nonmechanicalwork done in the”change of state.
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Integrattig
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or

[1‘Wvz 1 d 2
log:=———

kT r2 h
r f(r)

w

For the case of constant Surface ener~
equation (3) becomes

--

2umvZ

(3)

per unit surface, f(r) .=1,

P e kTr—.
Pm

which is Thomson’s equation.

This modified equation (3) will be reconsidered after‘thediscus-
sion of the form of the dependence of s~face ener~ as a function of
radius. -

Modification of condensation-rate expression.- The assumption of a
dependence of surface energy per unit surface on drop radius must also
be taken into account in the derivation of the expression for condensa-
tion rate. This can be done without repeating the entire derivation of
Becker and Doring, or similar ones. Referring to Frenkel (reference 19),
there is the follo.tingexpression for fractional condensation rate:

Here & is the
is given by

number of molecules in a criticsl size

D(&) =32/3(4#3vz2/3(&)2/3~
V2XT

(4)

drOp and D(e)

. . . . .. .—— .—— — - .- .—.— —.— —— ———— –— -–-——
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where v
z

mass of a

is the volume of a molecule

molecule, k iS Boltzmann‘s
temperature; Ao(a) is the change in

NACA TN 2559

in the liquid phase, m is the

constant, and T is the absolute
thennodyntic potential in the

system when g* vapor molecules form a drop of ratius # and is given
by

AO(&) = -($V - ‘#Z)& + 4YdI-@w

where ~v and @z” are thermodynamic potentials of single molecules in
the vapor and liquid phases, respectively.

The second derivative 7 of this change of thermodynamic potential
with respect to the number of molecules in a drop, all evaluated at ~,
is

1- 1

-Ha2Ag7 =-—
ag2
[d J

ti

With these expressions, account can be taken of the radius dependence
of the surface energy per unit surface

w = umf(r)

First it is necesssryto find the proper expression for AQ(d).

Atig) =-($v-@z)g+knr%

.
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.

To evaluate ?v -@Z at & itisrecdled tWtti He&el’s paper

~(g) h- awbat g=~. Hence by differentiation

-(’v-‘h++‘ p(kr’!
— 1

1‘2 a(41’cr2w)

4n# ar ~

{“}[1

‘Z”m a ~zf(r)

= ~s
1+

This leads to the expression for A~(#)

Next an expression is obtained for y.

7=-

{1

a’2
Q [1M(g)

@

. .
... —.- .—— —- . .. — —— —— —..———.— —.
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g_4m3 ._—
3V,

L

a ~Z a.=— —
ag 4m2 ~

All of these terms can now be collected into the expression for
the fractional condensation rate with the dependence of the surface
energy on drop radius included.

Equation (5) is evaluated for a value of ~, the critical drop radius
given by the modified Thomson formula (3).
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When f(r) is set equal to unity expression (5) reduces to expres-
sion (2) as it should.

Simplifying equation (5) and replacing partial derivatives by total
derivatives, the following expression is obtained:

(5a)

It is of interest to rewrite equatiom (3) snd (5a) in terns of
the surface tension o which is also a function of the radius of curva-
ture of the surface

To get the relationship between u and w the equation for the surface
energy W is used

I

J
A

w=41M%= udA
o

where A is the surface of a drop of radius r.

Jlr
W=QO cJ8Yrrdr

[

r
= Umf(r) = & rh(r) dr

o

or

J’
r

f(r) =~
20

rh(r) dr

. . .. .-. . ----- .—— ----— — —.---—--
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This can be wibstituted into equation (3) yielding

2amh(r)vz
log $ =

kTrm

20V2
=—
H’r

Hencej in terms of the radius-dependent
equation (1) is unchanged in form.

(3a)

surface tension, the Thomson

The expression for f(r) can also be substituted in equation (5a)
for the fractional condensation rate, ~elding

F-tkcra r
Id.

1

rh(r) dr-7~2h(r)

e

If the variation with radius of either surface energy per unit
surface or surface tension is known, it is possible to use either equa-
tion (5a) or (’jb)to calculate modified condensation rates.

Dependence of surface tension on radius.- The surface energy of a drop
is

“w= 4&=811
r

ur dr
o

The factor r2 in this expression for the surface energy led Thomson
and Von Helmholtz to the conclusion that the vapor pressure in equilib-
rium with a curved liquid surface is greater thsn that in equilibrium
with a flat surface. This leads to the concept of the critical drop -
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size and to the kinetic theory of condensation. In the preceding sec-
tions it has been shown that the usually employed expressions for the
critical drop size and condensation rate must be modified
tion of surface tension Wth radius of curvature is to be
account. The form of the assumed vsriation was

if the varia-
taken into

u = omh(r)

The form of the function h(r) has been a matter discussed by many
since the time of Thomson’s (reference 12) early work in this field.
There is always a question remaining concerning the accuracy of sny
expression derived on macrostopic thermodynamic principles because, at
the very small radii of curvature of titerest in condensation theory,
the drops are made up of only a small number of molecules where continuum
concepts are not valid. Attempts have been made (e.g., by ~yer snd
Mayer (reference 29)) to carry out a condensation anal~is for a perfect
gas on statistical mechanical principles. Again, the problem of calcu-
lattig the energy of a cluster of molecules forming a small drop, in
order to calculate the distribution of drop sizes, comes into the
analysis. The energy of fomnation of drops of a very small number of
molecules (2, 3, h) can be calculated, but the calculationsbecome
extremely complex as one goes to higher and higher numbers of molecules.
One is left then with the situation that statistical mechanical treat-
ment of the problem from the low end and thermodynamical macroscopic
treatments from the high end of the drop radius are both weak in the
region of 10 to 100 molecules, a very important region for condensation
theory.

Recently, Tolman (reference 28) developed a quasi-thermodynamicform
of the variation of surface tension with radius. This has been qualita-
tively verified by a statistical mechanical treatment by Kirkwood and
Buff (reference 30). Tolman’s simplified expression for the surface
tension is

(6)

where 8 is almost a constant for a given substance and ranges from
about 0.25 to 0.6, the intermolecular distance in the liquid state.

Stever (reference 31) described a simple physical picture of the
dependence of surface energy per unit surface on radius and from this
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developed a formula for this dependence.
o physical concept that the surface tension

NACA TN 2559

This analysis used the
of a drop is due to molecular

bonds for molecules on the surface betig fewer in number than for those
in the interior of the drop. To calculate accurately the binding energy
of a surface molecule would require calculating the energy of every bond
between the surface molecule and all other molecules. However, the
intermolecular forces die off rapidly with distance, and a good approxi-
mation to the binding energy of a surface molecule can be found by con-
sidering only bonds to nearest neighbors. Figure 10 illustrates for
spherical molecules how the number of closest neighbors decreases as
the radius of curvature of the surface decreases. A simple calculation
involving the solid angle, intercepted at a surface molecule, of all
its closest neighbors then gives an approximate variation of surface
energy per unit
in appendix A.
is

ADDliCatiOn

surface with radius. This calculation is carried out
The resulting formula for surface energy per unit surface

( )21+=D-K+.w=um —
3 2r-D 22r-D

of modified condensation theorv to pure-vapor.-
condensation.- The modified theory developed a~ove IS now ~pplied to
the condensation of pure nitrogen and pure oxygen. Tolman’s expres-

(7)

sion (6) for the surface tension is used with a value of 5 = ~.

where D is the intermolecular distance. Figure 11 is a plot of con-
densation rate lines on a pressure-temperature graph for oxygen and
figure 12 is a similar one for nitrogen. Again an isentropic expansion
is plotted as a dashed tie crossing the rate lines, in this case for
a stagnation pressure of 100 atmospheres and a stagnation temperature
of 293° K. Mso a broken dashed curve is shown for a critical size drop
of radius r = 1.5..

If one is deaUng with a pure-nitrogen expansion, or if air acts
like pure nitrogen, it is seen from figure 12 that the nitrogen or air
would expsnd from 100 atmospheres to slightly below 1 atmosphere where
it would enter the supersaturateed region at a Mach number of about 3.7.
When the expansion had reached M = 4.3 the fractional condensatio~

rate would be very high, about i06 per second. For oxygen, or if air
acts Mke oxygen, from figure 11 it IS seen that supersaturation is

.

.

reached near M = 3.1 and a rate of 106 per second is reached at
M= 3.6.

.
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.

Comparing figures 11 and 12 with figures 1 and 2, respectively,
it is clearly seen that the modification of the theory due to surface-
tension variation with curvature changes the predicted condensation
rates so that the condensation rateq are much higher for a given degree
of supersaturation and condensation takes place much closer to the satura-
tion line than in the unmodified theory. This conclusion is directly
opposite from that of Bogdonoff and Lees (reference 2) and also opposite
from the original interpretationwhich the author (reference 31) put on
the correction to the theory which a varying surface tension would make.

Because of the fairly close crowding of the lines of high rates of
condensation to the saturation lines, in figures 11 and 1.2,one would
not expect to obtain very high degrees of supersaturation of either pure
oxygen or nitrogen, or of air which probably acts in some manner averaged
between the behavior of nitrogen and oxygen. It is seen that high rates
are reached before the critical radius has dropped below a value of 1.5D,
or, in other words, before the drops get below 10
size.

●

A further discussion of these points will be
after the results of experiments are presented.

DESXE’I’1ONOF APPARATUS

or 12 molecules in

made in this report

The apparatus which has been used in the expertiental tivestiga-
tions of the condensation of air at high Mach numbers is a hypersonic
wind tunnel located in the Gas .TurbineLaboratory at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. This tunnel is of the blowdown type with a
design Wch number of 1’.2. The test section has a cross section of
2.25 inches by 2.75 inches. Both supply pressure and supply temperature
are held constant during a run, although it is possible to vary both of
these from run to run and to vary the pressure during a run. The range
of supply temperature is from 530° R to 1300° R. The range of supply pres-
sure is from about 300 pounds per square inch absolute to 3000 pounds per
square inch absolute, but the runs become impractically short at the _high
end of the pressure range. At pressures lower than 300 pounds per squati
inch absolute the flow in the tunnel is subsonic through part of’the
nozzle.

General Arrangement of Equipment

A schematic diagram of the arrangement of all of the principal and
auxiliary equipment is shown in figure 13. In the charging operation,
atmospheric air is taken into the system through a large, activated-
alumina dryer. The air is compressed to 3000 pounds per square inch

L?
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absolute in the compressor and passes through a
oil and water impurities by cooling. It passes

dryer designed to remove
then through a filter .

which removes small entr&ed particles of water, oil, or other impurities
and enters the storage bottles.

Ihring a run, the stored compressed air is discharged through a
pressure-regulatingvalve into the heat-storage unit. The air emerges
at constant temperature and pressure and passes through a small settling
chsmber before entering the nozzle. l’ollowing the nozzle and test
chsmber are two diffuser sections which lead into a pipe to a stesm
ejectoro

Nozzle

The nozzle and test-section blocks are shown in figure 14, both
separately and partially assenibled. The supersonic portion of this
nozzle was designed by the method of characteristics following Busemann
(reference 32) and with the assumptions that the gas ob%yed the perfect-
gas law and had a constant ratio of specific heats of 1.4. Neither of
these assumptions is entirely valid but the error introduced by them
has been estimated to be small. An allowance for boundary-layer growth
was made, which agrees fairly well with the results obsened in schlieren
photographs of the flow. .

The subsonic portion of each nozzle block is a quarter arc of a

circle of 1~- inch ratius. The blocks are steel, 2; inches wide snd

24 inches long. When the nozzle blocks are assembled in the metal fr.mne,
1

the nozzle throat is a slit 0.019 inch by 2# tithes and the test section

is ‘2$inches

in the first
num~er being

4

by 2? inches in cross section. The expansion takes place

8.67 inches of the nozzle, approximately constant Mach
attained in the last 15 inches. There is a continued

divergence of the blocks to a final 2; inches.

Pyrex glass windows 3/4 inch thick are used for the transparent
walls of the nozzle and test section. ‘Thesewindows extend right up
to the throat where the pressure is quite high. Tests have been run
at temperatures up to 1090° R and pressures up to 2700 pounds per square

Q inch absolute tithout failure of these windows, although serioti break.
age trouble was encountered with non-heat-resistant glass and glass of
less thickness mounted somewhat differently. A continuous l/8-inch
silicone rubber gasket is used to seal the glass walls. Eighteen static-
pressure taps 0.020-inch diameter on l-inch centers are provided on one

.
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of the nozzle blocks, starting at a station where the design lkch ‘
number is 5.9.

Diffuser

The diffuser.is made in two sections. The first is a straight

section of square tubing, 21 inches by 21 inches inside and about 2 feet
F 4

long. The second is a diverging piece of squsre cross section, 18 inches

long, diverging from 2; inches by 2~inches to 5 inches by 5 inches.

These two sections can be seen in figure 15. A converging entrance or
second throat is formed in a block just ahead of the first section
of the diffuser, the end of the nozzle test section having inside dimen-

sions of ~ inches by 21 inches.
4 8

The purpose of the straight length is

to allow the air, af%er separation from the wall following the shocks,
to reattach to the wall before entering the subsonic diffuser. This
design incorporates some of the features suggested by Neumann and
Lustwerk (reference 33).

Temperature Regulation and Heater

The heater consists of a section of high-pressure pipe in which
aluminum rods are placed, the pipe being fitted with electrical heating
units and enclosed in a large box containing insulation. The pipe, minus
box, insulation, and electrical heaters, is shown in figure 16. It has

an ~-inch inside dismeter with a 12- inch wall and is about 17 feet
2 8

long. This pipe is loaded with 1000 pounds of l/16-inch-dismeter
aluminum wires as shown in figure 17. The wires are placed inside the
pipe in 16 bundles, each 12 inches long, separated from each other by
28-mesh stainless-steel screens. The purpose of the screens separating
the bundles is to retsrd the flow of heat longitudinally along the wires.
An air distribution baffle precedes the first bundle, and a spacer
follows the last to prevent the wires from being displaced and to allow
for mixing of the air from the many flow channeb. The pipe is heated
bymesns of 39 strip heaters, 1250 watts each, giving a’total capacity
of about 49 kilowatts. The pipe, flanges, and heating strips are
enclosed in a plywood box, 30 inches by 30 inches by 19 feet long, in
which vermiculite insulation is packed. The top panels of the box, just
over the two flanges, are made of asbestos sheet instead of plywood.
The completed heater is shown in figure 16(a).

r=

. ~.-
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- the course of a run the incoming air cools the aluminum
wires progressively down the pipe. Since much more heat is stored in
the aluminum wire than is used to heat the air-used in a run, only the
first sections of wire are cooled appreciably, the temperature of the
final-sections of the heat exchanger being practically unchanged. The
open srea, that is, the space between the wires through which the air
passes, is about 9 percent of the inside area of the pipe, or roughly

the equivalent of a 2~-fich standard pipe. The flow is turbulent for

all conditions under which the tunnel is operated, and calculations
predict a surface heat-transfer coefficient of about 96 to U6 MU per
hour per square foot per OF. The small passageways are chiefly respon-
sible for this high coefficient. The amount of surface area available
for heat trsnsfer is about 5100 square feet. Pressure drop through the
heat exchanger is negligible (2 to 10 lb/sq in.) considering the avail-
able pressure of 3000 pounds per square inch absolute.

The stagnation temperature in the stilling chaniberin front of the
nozzle is measured by a Chromel-constantanthermocouple which protrudes
into the middle of the air stresm. Thermocouples are also attached to
the outside surfaces of the heater, to monitor the heater temperature
during the heating period. It is found that a complete discharge of
500 pounds of air csnbe made without appreciable changes in stagnation
temperature. During the course of a daythe. heater cools about 100° R
with the initial temperature at 1000° R, so the reheating problem is not
very great.

Compressor, Dryers, and Air-Storage Bottles

Air at 3000 pounds per square inch absolute is supplied by a four-
stage Ingersoll-Randwater-cooled compressor which is shown in figure 18.
The air intake to the compressor is connected to an activated-alumina
&g tit ●

The compressor capacity is 70 cubic feet per minute of free
. The back pressure is kept at 3000 pounds per square inch absolute

in order to increase the water vapor separation in the aftercooler. The
compressor is equipped with intercoolers and an afiercooler so that the
air leaves at about room temperature. From the compressor, the air
passes through snother dryer and purifier, which is a specially designed
heat exchanger containing a coolant mixture of dry ice and alcohol at a
temperature of about 3650 R. This unit is shown in figure 18. From
the dryer it passes through a filter to separate solid or liquid par-
ticles down to a diameter of 3 microns. Air leaving this dryer has a
measured dew point of 430° R or lower.

The dry air is stored in 11 bottles or flasks, which are shown in
figure 19, having a total capacity of 34 cubic feet, holding roughly

.
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500 pounds of air at 3000
pumping up the bottles, a

pounds per square inch absolute. After
valve located,betweenthem and the dryer is

29

closed to isolate the charging equipment from .thedischarging equipment.

Approximately 1$ hours are required for loading the flasks.

Pressure Regulation and Instrumentation

The pressure in the stilling section in front of the nozzle, which
is the initial stagnation pressure of the nozzle, is controlledby a
commercially available, pressure-loaded dome snd diaphragm-type regu-
lating valve which steps down the pressure of the air stored in the
bottles to the desired operating pressure. The valve can be seen in
figure 16. The diaphragn loading air is not taken directly from the
stilling section but is from a secondary supply of approximately
100 pounds per square inch absolute reduced to 35 pounds per square inch
absolute. Pressure Variations in the stilling section sre converted to
pressure variations of this secondary air supply by means of a com-
mercially available pressure controller, and, in turn, the secondary
air supply regulates the opening of the valve. A simple dial-setting
operation serves to select the pressure in the stilling section which
can be varied from O to approximately 3000 pounds per square inch abso-
lute, the full storage-bottlepressure. The instrument system does not “
control so well as expected so it is necessary to reset the dial msmally
continuously throughout a run. Pressure control within approximately
2 percent is achievable this way. The pressure variations of 2 percent
are relatively slow, so that it was found possible, by csreful timing,
to take sch13_eren,light-scattering, and static-pressurepictures at a
value of stagnation pressure within 1 percent of the desired pressure.

The static wall pressures on the tunnel and diffuser wallE are
measured by mercury manometers. A series of pictures of the manometer
board is shown h figure 20. Since the pressures involved are generally
higher thsn those used in most hypersonic tunnels, there is no serious
static-pressuremeasuring problem. The manometer pressures can be read
quickly and with reasonable accuracy from the manometers. The stilling-
section pressure, which is considered the initial stagnation pressure,
is measured on a 12-inch gage of Bourdon tube construction.

A five-pronged pressure rske is used to measme total head. This
csn be located at any place in the test section and nozzle, although its
position is not changeable while air is,flowing.

—. ..—-.—— ---- ._.—— . . ..— —--- ..__ — ———.—— —
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TEST PROCEDURE
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.

Operation of ~el

In the charging period the only unusual feature is the operation
of the cooling type of oil and water separator. This requires charging
with the alcohol snd m-ice mixture for about a half hour before the air
bottle charging
The rest of the
requiring about

operation.

starts,-in order to cool the separator down to 365° R.
charging is a straightforwardpumping operation
~hours if the bottles are empty at the stsrt of the

Before a run is made, the heater is heated to operating temperature.
This requires several hours if the amount of temperature rise is large.
After the heater is brought up to temperature, the pipe leading to the
stilling chsmber, the stilling chamber, and the nozzle blocks and test
chsnber are all heated by allcndng a slow bleed of sir through the
heater for about a half hour. The compressor is run continuously during
this prelhinary phase of operation in order to keep the supply pressure
at 3000 pounds per square inch absolute.

When preparations for the run are complete, the steam ejector is
turned on, bringing the pressure in the test chamber, diffuser nozzle,
stil13ng chamber, and heater to about 1.5 pounds per square inch absolute.
The pressure-control dial is then turned, opening the pressure-regulating
valve and raising the pressure in the system. As the flow increases,
the low pressure of the steam ejector increases somewhat. The tunnel
estab~shes fully hypersonic flow when the stilling-chamberpressure is
about 300 pounds per square inch absolute and the outlet pressure is
about 3 pounds per square inch absolute giving a starting pressure ratio
of 100. The pressure-control dial is then turned up so that the stagna-
tion pressure is slightly above the pressure desired for the run. The
pressure falls off slowly except as corrected by the manual operation
of the control dial. The msnual operation permits pressure regulation
to within 1 percent of the desired value over the full hypersonic
operating rsnge from 300 pounds per square inch absolute to 3000 pounds
per square inch. The possible lengths of run vary with pressure and
temperature with typical figures of about 12 minutes at the lowest
operating pressuxe, 300 pounds per square inch absolute and room temperature
and 4 minutes at 1000 pounds per square inch absolute and room temperature.

Condensation Experiments

The condensation tests involved measurement of static snd stagna-
tion pressures and stagnation temperatures. The methods of measurement
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of these were described in the section “Description of Apparatus.”
They also involved schlieren photography of the flow in the tunnel and
condensation light-scatteringphotography.

The schlieren photographs are made using a 5-inch-dismeter, parallel-
beam, sch~eren s~tem. Pictures are taken with the knife edge vertical.
(Recall that the tunnel axis is also vertical.) The .9Chlieren source is
a high-pressure mecury-src lamp which may be used as a steady source for
observing the air-flow pattern on a ground-glass screen} or as sp=k
source for photography with a duration of 5 to 10 microseconds. In
order to take a complete schlieren pattern for the major part of the
24-inch nozzle and test section, seven overkPP~g Pict~es me taken)
each on a separate run, with conditions dup13_cated,and these photographs
are pieced together as in figure 21.

Photographs of the condensation fog are made by use of the optical
,equipment shown in figure 15. This equipment consists of a mercury-arc
lamp, the light of which is made parallel by a condensing lens, after
which it passes through a small hole h an opaque disk. The beam of
light is shone through the transparent sidewalls of the tunnel, where-
upon a small light spot appears on each window owing to light scattering
from imperfections and scratches. (One of these spots may be seen h
fig. 15.) By aiming the camera diagonally across the sxis of the light
beam either from above or below, a photograph shofig both sidewa~ sPots
maybe made. With proper csmera angle, the space betieen the spots also
can be arranged in the photograph appearing as a dark void. Reflections
from the nozzle blocks sometimes appear, but these sre never in the
direct Une between the spots. They are of no consequence. Closetp
the throat of the nozzle the light besm must necessarilybe of smaller
diameter in order not to cover too much area.

A Mght-scattering photograph of the type shown in figure 22 is
made by running at constant pressure long enough for a time-exposure
photograph to be made. Condensation fog (if any) scatters the light
within the tunnel so that an image can be picked up by a photographic
plate. All runs during which condensation scattering pictures are to
be made are made at night in almost total darkness. The fog is some-
times visible. In condensationphotographs using commercial film,
10 pounds of air are usually passed during the exposure, whereas for
Plus-X negatives (higher Weston rating than commercial film) only
5 pounds of air flow are used. When the light besm is very small, as
in figure 23, exposures are necessarily longer.

.-
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Condensation Light Scattering

Photographs of the light scattering from condensation fog are
shown in figuxes 22 to 26. These ~hotographs were taken, as described
in the section “Test Procedure,” with the optical sxis of the csmera at
about 45° from the axis of the lJght besm. In figures 22 to 25 there
are included some photographs taken when there was no flow, some for
subsonic flow without condensation, and some for hypersonic flow with-
out condensation. These have the characteristic two spots of light
which is scattered fkczathe two glass sidewalls of the tunnel. When
condensation is present, as it is in many other pictures, the region of
the photograph between these two spots is filled in. The intensity of
the exposure gives a qualitative meastie of the amount of condensation.

In figure 22, pictures 14, 15, 16, and 17 were taken to show intense
condensation in several stations of the test section”for an initial
stagnation pressure of 1015 pounds per square inch absolute and a
stagnation temperature of 5300 R. Picture 7 is a reference picture
taken when there was no air flow to show the light scattering from the
two window spots. These pictures were taken with a light beam of about

l? inch diameter.

In order to take condensation pictures fsrther into the throat the
light beam was reduced h size to about 3/4 inch and the pictures shown
in figure 24 were taken. Here pictures 21, 22, and 24 show condensation-
fog light scattering at three stations in the nozzle with Mach number
vsrying from 4.9 to 5.4 in picture 21, from 5.6 to 6.o in picture 22,
and from 6.1 to 6.3 in picture 24. These pictures were taken at an
initial stagnation pressure of 1015 pounds per square inch absolute and
an tiitial stagnation temperature of 530° R. These three pictures should
be compared with picture 18 which had the same time exposure with no
flow, showing the two spots of scattered light from the windows, as well
as two reflections from the nozzle blocks and some reflections from the
metal plate which holds the nearer glass winduw in place. Pictures 19
and 20 were tsken with longer exposures, 19 where there was no flow and
20 when the flow was subsonic. For the subsonic case there is no con-
densation fog visible, even though the smount of air which passed
through the tunnel during the 2-tiute exposure was the ssme as the
amount which flowed in pictures 21, 22, and 24.

.J

The dependence of the smount of condensation on the initial stagna-
tion pressure is shown in figure 25. Here a comparison of pictures 9,
10, and 11, taken at initial stagnation pressures of 338, 508, and
1015 pounds per square inch absolute, respectively, shows distinctly

.

.
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the increase of the
these pictures were
and with a total of
comparison picttie,

condensation fog with increase
taken at an initial stagnation

33

in pressure. All of
temperature of 530° R ,

10 pounds of air flowing during the exposure. A
8, is also shown in figure 3 which shows no con-

densation fog visible for a total of 12.7 ~ounds of air flowing at a
subsonic speed. Because of the much longer exposure there is more
scattered light generally in picture 8, but there is no fog scattering
between the two window spots.

In order to test how close to the nozzle throat condensation fog
could be detected, the series of pictures shown in figure 23 was taken.
The nature of these pictures apparently is different although the same
light-scatteringtechnique was used. First, the parallel light beam
was reduced in diameter to about 1/8 inch. One of the window scattering
spots of this l/8-inch besm is seen in the upper center of each of the
five pictures of figure 23. The pictures are all cut off just above-
where the other window scattering spot would have appeared in the lower “
center region. Reflections of the upper-window scattering spot are seen “
in the pictures, these reflections being from the curved highly polished
nozzle blocks. l?romthat it can be seen that the photograph is taken
with the camera pointing down into the nozzle throat.

Pictures 32 and 34, taken where the Mch number ranges are 4.5 to 4.6
and 4.3 to 4.5, respectively, show a faint vertical bar of condensation-
fog light scattering, the bar stretching from the tidow scattering spot
down the center of the picture. These pictures canbe compared with
picture 33 taken with no flow at the same location for the same exposure
duration of 80 seconds. Pictures 35 and 36 sre similar photographs tsken
even closer to the throat-where the Mach number ranges are 3.9 to 4.3
and 3.7 to 3.9, respectively, and there is no light scattering visible.

The effect of both stagnation temperature and stagnation pressure
on condensation is shown in figure !26. The upper three pictures, 71,
69, and 61, are tsken at room temperature at three different pressures,
showing the increase in condensation with pressure. The lower three
Pictures, 57, 47, and 55, are tsken at the higher temperatures 9800,
990°, ~d 1000° R, respectively, and with the same range of pressures
as the upper three, namely, 338, 508, and 1015 pounds per square inch
absolute. There is no condensation fog visible at the higher
temperatures.

The I.kchnumbers given here me computed from the area ratios,
assuming isentropic expansion. The design test-section Mach nuder
iS 7.2. Since static-pressuremeasurements indicate a test-section
Mach number of 6.8, ‘aspointed out in the next discussion, a correction
factor of 6.8/7.2 is applied. The desi~ formula, origtialJy allowing

———.——. _
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for boundary-layer build-up, is thereby corrected to agree with experi-
mental data. The formula is

1- -1

where M is the Mach number and x is the distance from the throat in
inches.

Although the numbers thus calculated are presumably somewhat in
error, no entirely satisfactorymethod for determining Mach numb= is
available. The use of a wedge in the diverging section of the nozzle
is impractical owing to excessive length and consequent vibration of
the supporttig arm. For the same reason, total-head measurements are
also impractical h the diverging section.

Static-Pressurel%surements

In figure 27, there are plotted some typical static-pressure
measurements along’the nozzle and test section. Data are plotted for
six runs, and, although the experimental ~tnts are not given, the
broken-line curves tidicate where the points are. The pressures sre
actually measured at stations 1 inch apart. Figure 20 shows sample
pressures as measured by mercury manometers.

The six runs chosen for pressure plotttig”have conditions the
ssme or very close to the six cases with condensation-fogpictures
shown in fi~ 26. There are a low and a high stagnation temperature,
nsmely, 590 R and 990° R, for each of two stagnation press~es~ 338 md
508 pounds per sr inch absolute. There are a low and a high stagnation
temperature, 590 R and 9770 R, for the stagnation pressure of 1015 pounds
per square inch absolute. On each of the three curves is drawn the
design isentrope of the nozzle. On this design isentrope are marked off
design ~ch numbers.

It is to be noted that the static-pressure curves for the high
temperatures for each of the three stagnation pressures level off at a
Mach number of approximately 6.8 and that the experimental deviations of
the points on this curve are not mark.edlydifferent for the three dif-
ferent pressures. These correspond to runs in which no condensation fog
is detected. On the other hand, the static-pressure curves for the low-
temperature runs at each of the three different sta~ation pressures show
a marked change in the location and some change in the magnitude of the

.
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point at which the sudden pressure rise occurs. Percentagewise, the

etude of the pressure”lnnnpfor the low-temperature cases is about
the same at all three pressures.

Schlieren Photography

Figure 21 shows composite schlieren photographs of most of the
nozzle and test section, extending right down to the nozzle throat,
taken at a stagnation temperature ~f 543° R and stagnation pressures
of 1015, 508, and 338 pounds per square inch absolute. Of most interest
in these three pictures is the disturbance which starts at about
1/4 inch from the throat, crosses in the center of the channel at from
2 to 3 inchee from the throat and strikes the boundary layer and wall,
d is reflected at about 8 to 10 inches from the throat. This point
of striking the walls at 8 tithes for the high pressure of 1015 pounds
yer square inch absolute and at about 10 inches for the low pressure of
338 pounds per square inch absolute agrees with the static wall pres-
sure plots of figure 27.

The boundary-layer growth in the nozzle and test section can he
seen. Also a complicated system of shock waves off the total-head
pressure rake near the end of the test section can be seen. The effect
of striations in the

Figure 28 shows

Pyrex glass sre clearly visible.

Wedge Shock-Wave Measurements

schlieren photographs of the shock-wave and
boundary-layer pattern obtatied using a wedge of 111°total angle. The
Mach number before the shock is computed wtig the relation

M=

r 1

L=-
16- tan a

tan(a-m
)]

l/2

1
sin a

where a is the half angle of the shock and u is the deflection of
the stream in passing through the shock. Using the wedge half angle of
5.50° for u, the Mach number calculated is low. If, however, u
includes aho the boundsry layer as measured from these schlieren photo-
graphs, higher Mach nunibersresult, as shown in figure 28.

-.-— ... —-—--- —-- ——— ~ ——. — -—-——— . ..———..—— ——. -
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A series of wedge shock-wave photographs was taken in a series of
runs in which the stagnation pressure was kept constant but in which
the stagnation temperature was varied. In figure 29 two such series of
runs are plotted with shock wave half angle a plotted against stagna-
tion temperature, one series being at a stagnation pressure of
34.6 atmospheres and the other, at a pressure of 68.6 atmospheres.
These series show that the shock angle, hence the Mach nuuiber,remains
constant at high values of the stagnation temperatures but that a break
in the curve comes as the stagnation temperature is lowered and the
shock angle becomes lsrger or the Mach number becomes smaller. This
break in the curve is interpreted as the onset of condensation in the
air stream.

In all cases the wedge is located at pressure tap 15 in the test
section, a position at which the supporting arm is reasonably short,
hence free from vibration.

DISCUSSION

M&of the theoretical and experimental results of this investiga-
tion sre summarized in figure 30 and figure 31. In figure 30, the con-
densation rate lines of O, 1, and l& per second are plotted for
nitrogen, as calculated from the theory modified to take into account
the vsriation of surface tension with surface curvature. These rate
lines are the ssme as those plotted in figure 12.

Five expertiental points are plotted in figure 30. The solid snd
open circles represent cases in which condensation was detected by
light scattering. The points are plotted on isentropes corresponding
to the partial pressure of nitrogen in the air. The &ch number SE
listed in the table in the figure was calculated for the circles from
the aea ratio corrected by wall static-pressuremeasurements as
described in the previous section. In each of these cases dry air was
used. The stagnation conditions for the open circle were 68.6 atnms-
pheres pressure and 293° K temperature; for the solid circle, 34.6 atmos-
pheres pressure and 4170 K temperature. The Wch numbers were: For
the open circle, 4.45; for the solid circle, 6.32. It is to be not

2that these two points fall on rate llnes in the range from 102 to 10 .
The rates are changing so rapidly with Wch number that an exact deter-
mination is probably not important. Although the isentropic lines are
not shown on the graph, the adiabatic supercooling for these two points
is ~ or 10° C.

Also in figure 30 are plotted two triangles representing the points
at which condensationwas detected by the change in the shock angle from

, .

-“. .

.



NACA TN 2559 37

an 11.OO wedge as the stagnation temperature was chmged. These measure-
ments were described in the preceding section. The two points are
obtained from the data plotted in figure 29. The stagnation conditions
for the open triangle are 68.6 atmospheres pressue and 485° K tempera-
ture ad for the solid triangle, 34.6 atmospheres and 384° K. Mach
numbers at which the change in shock angle was detected are 6.7 and 6.5,
respectively. It is noted that these two points have greater scatter
in condensation rates than do the points obtainedby condensation-fog
measurements, probably because of inaccuracies in measurement of shock-
wave snd boundsry-layer angles.

The square shows the point at which condensation-fog light scat-
tering was detected when carbon dioxide in the dry air was increased

from its normal 3 parts in 10,000 to about ~parts in 100. Using

stagnation conditions of 34.6 atmospheres and ku” K, condensation was
detected at a Wch number of 5.76 as calculated by area ratio corrected
by wall static-pressuremeasurements. This is seen to fall very close
to the saturation line of nitrogen.

In figure 31 fractional condensation rate lines of O, 1, and

106 per second are plotted for oxygen. Here the same experimental
points described above are plotted on the assumption that oxygen is the
component that condenses. It is interesting to note that the solid and

open circles fall on about the ssme rate line, about 104 per second.
These rates are very close to the rates for nitrogen correspondtig to
the same experimental points. The adiabatic supercooling for oxygen
for these points is 14° or 15° K.

A glance at figures 1 and 2 shows that the condensatio~ rates pre-
dicted by the unmodified theory at the points where condensation is

experimentally detected are very low, of the order of”10-3 per second
or less for nitrogen.

The experimental and theoretical results presented in figure 30
and figure 31 bear on an important question in the condensation of air
in hypersonic wind tunnels. Because the unmodified theory predicted
negligible rates at points where condensationwas etidently present
in experimental determination by light scattering, static-pressure
measurements, and changes in wedge shock-wave angle, the general inter-
pretation has been made by many workers in the field that the condensa-
tion detected was not the condensation of oxygen snd nitrogen on spon-
taneously formed nuclei of oxygen and nitrogen but was oxygen and
nitrogen condensation on nuclei of impurities such as water vapor and/or
carbon dioxide. The evidence presented here does not ellminate this
possibility but it does bring back the possibility that the experi-
mentally detected condensation is onto nuclei of nitrogen and oxygen

.—— — ...-— ..— -. —-—-—.. . . .-————— -—— — -,-——— — -
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instead of on impurities. This, of course, is based on the accepta-
bility of the modified theory presented here, which takes into acco~t
a change in surface tension with decreasing radius of drop. It iS

generally agreed that some modification of the theory is needed since
the drops which act as nuclei are always so small.

Another question of interest in the condensation of air in hyper-
sonic wind tunnels is the effect of condensation on the static pressures.
In figure 27 measured static wall pressures are compared for runs at
high stagnation temperatures (approx. 550° K), where there is no con-
densation, with runs at low stagnation temperatures (approx. 330° K)
where condensation is present. In addition, the calculated static wall
pressures for the nozzle me plotted. It is seen that the runs without
condensation do not deviate radically from the calculated isentropej
although it is apparent that the effective area ratio of the expansion
is slightly smaller than that calculated, and the static pressures
begin to deviate somewhat at a calculated Mach nuniberbetween 5.5
and 6.o or lower.

On the other hand, runs with condensation present deviate much more
radically from the calculated isentnpe, and, moreover, the deviation
increases proportionately with pressure. This is tentatively inter-
preted to be due to the increasing smount of condensation with increasing
pressure as i~ustrated in figures 25 and 26.

Of interest is the marked jump in static wall pressure which occurs
at a station somewhere between the stations 8 and 11 inches from the
throat. It is noted that the disturbance remains in the same place with
an increase in stagnation pressure from 338 to 1015 pounds per square
inch absolute for the hot runs in which condensation does not occur.
However, in ,thecold runs in which condensation does occur and increases
with stagnation pressure, the static-wall-pressuredisturbance also
increases proportionatelywith stagnation pressure. Rxrthemore, the
distwbances move upstream beginning at the l%- inch station for the

pressure of 338 pounds per square inch absolute, changing to about the ‘
9-inch station for 508 pounds per square inch absolute and to the

&-inch station for 1015 pounds per square inch absolute.
2

Reference to the schlieren photographs in figure 21 shows that
this jump in wall static pressure is caused by a disturbance which has
its origin very close to the throat. For the lower-temperatureruns in
figure !27the condensation be- very close to the throat, within about
1/4 inch. A much smaller disturbance originating near the throat is
detected in schlieren photographs of higher-temperature runs where con-
densation is absent. The smaller increase in wall static pressure
caused by these smaller disturbances can be detected where they strike

—
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the wall at approximately 11 inches from the throat in the high-
temperature runs plotted in figure 27.

\
It is not possible from these data to determine whether the larger

jump in wall static pressure in the low-temperature runs is due to
condensation, for there may be snother temperature-sensitivephencnnenon
occurring near the throat, such as boundary-layer separation and
reattachment.

Another point of interest, and a matter for argument among workers
in the field, relates to the time lags h the initiation of condensa-
tion. Under the conditions used in the experiments reported herein,
time lags of condensation initiation seem entirely negligible once the
supersaturated state conducive to condensation has been reached, as is
shhn in figure 23, where
from the throat.

condensation was detected within 1/4 &ch

CONCLUDINGREMARKS

The experimental work on condensation-fog light scattering, pres-
sure measurements, and change in wedge shock angles in a hypersonic wind
tunnel with a Mach number of approximately 7 has shown condensation of
the principal components of air to be present at modest degrees of super-
saturation of air. Preheating the air so that it never reaches a super-
saturated state or reaches only a slightly supersaturated state prevents
the condensation from taking place.

Iim2ificationhas been made of the usually employed condensation
nucleation theory to take account of a postulated decrease of surface
tension with decreasing size of nucleus. The resulting predictions of
condensation rates fit well the observed experimental results on the
assumption that the condensation is initiated by the formation of nuclei
of oxygen or nitrogen. Neither the theory nor the experimental work
has precluded the possibi~ty that the observed condensation takes place
on nuclei of water vapor, carbon dioxide, or other impurities, snd
further experimental work will be needed. However, the modification of
the theory, with its new prediction of higher condensation rates, indi-
cates that such condensation onto nuclei of hpurities is not neces-
sarily the explanation of the relatively low supersaturationratios
reached before condensation starts.

Time lags in the initiation of condensationwere found to be
negligible once the air had reached a supersaturated state sufficient
to start condensation according to the modified nucleation theory.
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.

The effect of the condensation of air on static wall pressures was
msrked. Some evidence, though by no means conclusive, was presented to
show that a condensation shock is present.

Massachusetts hstitute of Technolo~
Cambridge, Mass., November 3, 1950

.——-
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DERIVATION OF

ENER3Y

It is assumed
surface depends on

APPENDIX A

APPROXIMATE EXPRESSION FOR VARIATION OF SURJ?ACE

PER UNIT SURFACE WITH SURFACE CURVATURE

that the expression for the surface ener~
the radius of curvature of the surface as

w= U@f(r)

per unit

Here f(r) will be derived on the basis that the number of closest
neighbors of a surface molecule determines the surface energy per unit
surface. A simple geometrical picture will be used.

Referring to figure 32 it is assumed that there is a drop of liquid
containing msmy similar spherical molecules. (Three are shuwn in
fig. 32). Let rc be the radius from the center of the drop to the
center of the surface molecules and r, the radius from the center of
the drop to the periphery of the molecules. The half cone angle of the
solid angle o containing all the nearest neighbors to the surface
molecule is a. The solid sngle m containing nearest neighbors is
given by

CD= 2fi(l- Cos a)

It is seen from the construction that

2e~.-fi --
32

Hence

( )u)=2f11-cosacos; -sin asin;
3 3

.

--- .. . ...—. — .—— —— .-- ——— —- ——— .—— —. .-. —.—
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Further, from the construction

Dsin Q.—
2 all

e 2~2- rl)
cos-=—

2 2r-D

CD (=2nl+ Gfi D

)
-.—

2r -D 2 *-D

From this picture f(r) can be obtained by dividing this solid angle
by the solid sngle of nearest neighbors when the drop has an in,fitite
radius or ‘9/2= o.

Therefore

f(r) =

(

&~~D

)

;l+—_—
2r -D 2a.D

(7)

where r is the radius of the drop and D is the diameter of the
spherical molecules making up the drop.
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.(a) Before installation of heaters.

Figure 16.- Pressure-regulating valve and heat exchanger.
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(b) After installation of heaters.

Figure 16.- Concluded.
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1 -inch aluminw.u rods.Figure 17. - Interior of heat exchanger showing
z
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Figure 18. - Air compressors and air dryer. 8’
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(c) Po= 1300 pounds per square inch absolute;
To = 590° R. T

Figure 20.- Manometers at various pressures and temperatures.
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Figure 20.- Continued.
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Figure 20. - Concluded.
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Figure 21. - Schlieren photographs
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of tunnel at 543° R.



(a) 7; b ~ inches from throat. (b) 12 to 14 inches from throat.

(c) 14 tc 16 inches from throat. (d) 16 to 18 Inches fkm throat. (e) 18 tc 20 inches from throat.

Figure 22. - Condensation in test section. All photogmpha except 7 at

f 4.5, 10-second exposure, and M . 6.5; photograph 7 at f 4.5 and -=5=

10-second exposure with no flow; P. m 101~ poumds per square inch

absolute; To - 530° R.



(a) Condensation present;

M = L5 to 4.6.

.L ,, -,\

I

(b) No flow; at same

location as 34.

(c) Beginning of condensation;

M = 4,3 to 4.5.

(d) No condensation;

M= 3.9 to 4.3.

(e) No condensation;

M= 3.7to 3.9.

Figure 23.- Be@nning of condensation, All photographs at f 4.5

80-second exposure; Mach numbers calculated from area ratios,
and =Q5=-

allowing for-bound&y-layer build-up; P. = 1015 pounds ~r square

inch absolute; T.. = 530° R.
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(a) No flow; 1 to 2 inches

from throat.

. .

(d) M=k9t05.4; P. = 1015 pounds (e)

(b) No flow; 1 to 2 inches

from throat.

M = 5.6 to 6.o; PO’= 1015 pOUd3

pr square inch absolute; 1 to

2 inches from throat.

per square inch absoluteJ 2~to

+ inchefl from throat.

from throat.

(c) Subsonic; 1 to 2 inche6

(f) M = 6.1 tO 6.3; P. = 1015 Po~~

per square inch absolute; .E$ to

$ inches from throat.

Figure 24.- Condenaatlon at vsrtoua Mach numberB. ml photo~apha
v

at f 4.5 and 10-second exposure except 19 and 20 which had 2-rdnute

e~osure; To = 530° R.
I

1
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(a) Po, 215 pounds per square inch

absolute; @-second expsure; weight

(b) po, 33 wunds per square Inch

abeolute; 30-second expoeure; weight

of air, 12.7 pounds. of air, 10 pounds.

(c) PO> 508 Pounds per square inch (d) po, 1015 pounds psr square

absolute; 20-second exposure; weight absolute; 10-second exposure;

of air, 10 pounds. of air, 10 pounds.

inch

weight

FiP ~.- Condensation at various stagnation pressures. All photo- _

graphs at f 4.5, 7~to @ inches from throat, and M = 6.4 except _

-a
ro

!s!

8 which ia subsoni~; To ~ 530° R.
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(a) P. = 338 pounds per square

inch absolute; To = 590° R;

16.5-second expomm.

(b) P. = 508 poundE per square

inch absolute; To = 590° R;

n-second exposure.

(c) P. = 1015 pounds per square
inch absolute; To = 590° R;

5.5-second exposure.

Fi@u’e 26.- Condensation at various stagnation pressures and temperatures.

All photographs at f 4, 7* to ~ inches from throat, and M = 6.4; -

weight of air, 5 pounds; Plus X film.

(d) Po = 338 pmnds per square

inch absolute; To “ 9@0 R;

21-second exposure.

(e) P. = 5Ci3 pmnde per square

Inch absolute; To = 990° R;

lksecond exposure.

(f) P. = 1015 pounds per square

inch absolute; To = 1000° R;

7-second exposure.
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Figure 27. - Static wall pressures at various stagnation pressures and

temperatures.
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B-34.6 atrm, T.= 312° K

@c 5.50

1-

neglecting

M=5.15 boundary layer
@=6,12°

1

including

M=5.4 boundary layer

w-18 - ❑15.50’

R= 68.6 atm., T0=349 0 K

}

~= 5.500 neglecting

M= 4.93 boundary layer

w=6.32

Y

including

M =5.3 boundary layer
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J. I

w-15 x = [3.48°

P~=34.6 atm, T~= 413° K

Iw. 5500 neglecting

M =6.06 boundary layer

Y

W =6.32 including

M=6.5 bounday layer
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w-9 = m13.67°
PO=68.6 ~., TOs 4970 K
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#= 5.50 neglecting
~

M=5.94 boundary layer
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T

including

M=6.7 baundary layer

Figure 28. - Wedge photographs.

.—— —.—.— ~— -——— .—— —. .. . . .——



76 NACA TN 2559

,

I
17 ,

16
34.6-

15 At m

\
cond.

cc, ‘4 o
0 0

(Deg]13

12

II

‘0250 m 350 400 4!50 500 550 600 650

(o:(J’.)

17

16

15

14

u #3

‘3t—ttt—t
12

II ~–

‘0250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650

Stagnation Temperature, (Deg. Kelvin)

Figure 29.- Effect of stagnation temperature on angle of two-dimensional
shock caused by ll” wedge.
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Figure 30. - Nitrogen condensation rates - modified theory with experi-
mental data.c
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Figure 31. - Oxygen condensation rates - modified theory with experimental
data.
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Figure 32.- Geometricalconstructionfor appendixA.
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